
Connecticut’s smallest city
is suddenly large in stature
in GOP politics.

Don’t be
fooled by the
3-to-1 ratio of
Democrats to
Republicans
in Derby, an
industrial-era
vestige in the
state’s brass
belt. 

With last
month’s elec-
tion of Derby
native J.R.
Romano as
Connecticut
GOP chair-
man, two of
the state’s
most influ-
ential Repub-
licans now hail from the city
of 12,801. House Minority
Leader Themis Klarides, the
first Republican woman
caucus leader in the Leg-
islature, is also from Derby.
The two are at the top of the
clout meter of a rebuilding
party.

Romano, 36, identifies
himself as being from Derby,

even though he resides in
Branford. He’s a native son
who was all-conference on
the Derby High School foot-
ball team. His parents are

still local. Roma-
no’s political con-
sulting firm is not
only based in
Derby, but named
for Eighth Street.

“That’s my
heart. That’s who
I am,” Romano
said recently,
basking in the
afterglow of being
elevated to party
chairman by the
72-member Re-
publican State
Central Commit-
tee.

Romano,
whose given
name is Joseph

Robert, was the state GOP’s
political director for six
years in the early 2000s. He
said his experiences reflect
his upbringing in the blue-
collar Naugatuck Valley.

“I think Themis has that
work ethic, as do I,” he said.
“I don’t think that’s just
Derby. It’s the Valley, in 

REPUBLICAN PARTY

Derby: The little
city that could for
Connecticut GOP?
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Derby native J.R. Romano, the newly elected state GOP chairman, relaxes on Bridge Street with a view of Derby in
the background on June 24.

Party chairman, House minority leader
have roots in state’s smallest city

By Neil Vigdor

Brian A. Pounds / File photo

State House
Minority
Leader
Themis
Klarides,
R-Derby,
right,
consults
with
Vincent
Candelora,
R-North
Branford,
during the
House's
session on
April 22.

“I think it’s very
cool that two
people from a
small town in
Connecticut are
at such a level in
politics in
Connecticut. It’s
a very prideful
place.”
State House Minority
Leader Themis Klarides,
R-Derby

See Derby on A10
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The fiscal year that ended at midnight Tues-
day was $115.7 million in the red, with a chance
to rise as the state tidies up its books over the
summer.

The deficit is likely to prompt Gov. Dannel P.
Malloy to dip into the state’s nearly $520 mil-
lion emergency reserves, called the Rainy Day
Fund, for the first time since taking office in
2011.

Republicans warned it’s another sign of the
state’s fragile economy and a new two-year,
$40.3 billion budget that spends too much.

State Comptroller Kevin Lembo, a Democrat,
said Wednesday that better-than-expected
revenues, mostly in corporate taxes, cut the
deficit by about $49 million over the last
month. 

“These projections will undoubtedly un-
dergo further adjustment as accounting correc-
tions continue to be posted after June 30 and
revenue and expenditure accruals are pro-
cessed,” Lembo said in a letter to Malloy.

“Any remaining General Fund deficit for
Fiscal Year 2015 will be eliminated through a
transfer from the Budget Reserve Fund,” Lem-
bo said. “While some revenue categories have

exceeded expectations — such as the corpora-
tion tax — overall economic growth has re-
mained relatively stagnant. The recovery from
the last recession has been slower and more
gradual than we need, and unlike any other
we’ve experienced.”

Republican leaders on Wednesday said the
lingering deficit calls into question many of
Malloy’s budget pronouncements, both this
year and last.

House Minority Leader Themis Klarides,
R-Derby, one of the chief critics of the budget
that Malloy signed Tuesday and took effect 

Fiscal year ends with deficit
$115.7 million budget shortfall may force Malloy to tap into Rainy Day Fund
By Ken Dixon

Overdrawn
Connecticut’s 2014-15 fiscal
year ended Wednesday with a
shortfall.
Budget

$20 billion
Deficit

$115.7 million
0.6 percent of budget

Rainy Day Fund

$520 million
Deficit as % of Rainy Day Fund

22.25%See Deficit on A10

WASHINGTON — More than
90,000 people in Connecticut are
struggling with severe mental
illness. But nearly half of them
will go untreated, slipping
through the cracks of the mental
health system and landing in
unemployment, homelessness or
even prison. 

The mentally ill are twice as
likely to be incarcerated as to be
hospitalized, according to the Na-
tional Institute of Mental Health.

After hosting 11 roundtables
and listening sessions with local
mental-health advocates across
Connecticut, U.S. Sen. Chris Mur-
phy aims to change this with a
bipartisan mental health bill that
balances the right to privacy and
self-determination with the need
to provide care for those who may
not be able to care for themselves.

Set to introduce the bill later
this summer, the senator is carv-
ing out a space for himself in the
realm of mental health advocacy
— a space next to Rep. Tim Mur-

phy, a Pennsylvania Republican
who introduced a House version
of the mental health bill last
month.

The two have more in common
than just a last name. Sen. Mur-
phy’s bill will mirror the House
effort on many points, like open-
ing new inpatient beds and giving
funding priority to recovery pro-
grams that are proven to work.
But at the forefront of Sen. Mur-
phy’s overhaul is a push to place
mental and physical health ser-
vices under the same roof.

“In order to keep somebody
healthy, you might have to treat
their brain and the rest of their
body together,” Murphy said in a
phone interview. “That means
that when you walk into a com-
munity health center, and you
present with a behavioral health
issue, you shouldn’t be sent off-
site.”

Sen. Murphy is backed by the
American Foundation for Sui-
cide Prevention, which awarded
him the Allies in Action Con-
gressional Award last month for

his work in
preventing sui-
cide, the second
leading cause of
death in Con-
necticut for
those ages 25-
34.

Dr. John Mur-
phy, president of
Danbury Hospi-

tal — and yet another mental
health advocate who shares the
senator’s last name — said hospi-
tals often “lose patients to follow-
up” this way.

“What happens typically today
is that we recognize that maybe
somebody is depressed, you give
them a piece of paper and say 

SENATOR’S BILL SEEKS MORE INPATIENT BEDS

Murphy to unveil mental health initiative
By Tatiana Cirisano

Murphy

See Murphy on A3
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One is moving up and the other
is moving out.

U.S. District Judge Jeffrey A.
Meyer, who has sat in the federal
courthouse on Lafayette Bou-
levard in Bridgeport for the past
15 months, will be moving to the
federal courthouse in New Haven
on July 1.

Chief U.S. District Judge Janet
C. Hall said Meyer will be using
the chambers occupied by recent-
ly retired U.S. District Judge Ellen
Bree Burns on the second floor of
the federal courthouse on Church
Street.

Meyer will also be hearing
cases in Burns’ courtroom.

Meyer, who became a judge
Feb. 28, 2014, said he sought the
move, which is closer to his home.

“I’m going to miss the people
here,” said Meyer. “Judge Stefan
Underhill has been a wonderful
mentor.”

He said he appreciated the time
spent with Senior U.S. District
Judge Warren W. Eginton, U.S.
Magistrate Judge William Gar-
finkel and new U.S. District Judge
Victor A. Bolden.

While sitting in Bridgeport,
Meyer presided over the criminal
brutality trial of Police Officer
Clive Higgins, which resulted in
an acquittal.

A few weeks later, the judge
sentenced former Police Officers
Joseph Lawlor and Elson Morales
to three months in prison as a
result of their misdemeanor
guilty pleas in matter.

The three Bridgeport officers
were charged in the video-taped
beating of Orlando Lopez-Soto
following a May 20, 2011, police
chase that ended in Beardsley
Park.

Lopez-Soto, who is serving a
five-year state prison term on gun
and drug charges, received a
$198,000 settlement from the city

of Bridgeport for injuries in the
beating.

Additionally, Meyer dismissed
a trillion-dollar lawsuit brought
by William Shanley, who claimed
media coverage of the Sandy
Hook elementary school massacre
was fraudulent and the incident
staged.

Prior to becoming a federal

judge, Meyer served as an Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney in Connecticut
specializing in environmental
crimes. he left that post in 2004 to
serve as the senior counsel in-
vestigating corruption in the
United Nations’ Oil for Food pro-
gram in Iraq. 

In 2006 he returned to work in
Connecticut as a professor at

Quinnipiac University’s school of
law. Meyer held that post until his
appointment as a federal judge.

In New Haven, he joins Hall
and Senior U.S. District Judge
Janet Bond Arterton as well as
U.S. Magistrate Judges Joan G.
Margolis and Sarah A. L. Mer-
riam.

Meanwhile Bolden, who be-
came a federal judge Jan. 7, will
move from his third-floor cham-
bers and second floor courtroom
into Meyer’s fourth-floor cham-
bers at the federal courthouse in
Bridgeport. 

He will hear cases in the
fourth-floor courtroom used by
Hall, Meyer and the late T. F.
Gilroy Daly. 

Prior to his judicial appoint-
ment, Bolden served as the cor-
poration counsel for New Haven
and also spent two stints work-
ing for the NAACP Legal De-
fense and Education Fund from
1994-2000 and again from 2005-
09.

On Aug. 22, Bolden is expected
to sentence John Zelepos, the
owner of Mystic Pizza, on a feder-
al tax evasion and structuring
charge.

Zelepos, whose restaurant was
made famous by a 1988 film of the
same name starring Julia Roberts,
was accused of diverting $567,435
of income into family members
accounts and not claiming them
on his tax return. 

He faces up to 15 years in pris-
on.

mmayko@ctpost.com, 203-330-6286.

U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Musical chairs for judges on federal bench

Bailey Wright / For Hearst Connecticut Media

U.S. District Judge Jeffrey A. Meyer, who has sat in the federal courthouse in Bridgeport for the past 18
months, will be moving to the federal courthouse in New Haven this week.

By Michael P. Mayko

we’d like you to make an
appointment, and it’s six
weeks from now,” Dr. Mur-
phy said. “We may have lost
the opportunity for mean-
ingful intervention.”

But drafting legislation on
mental illness can be a hairy
issue, especially when it
involves patients’ rights.

Ordering treatment
Connecticut is one of only

five states in the country that
lacks assisted outpatient
treatment laws, which au-
thorize court-ordered treat-
ment plans. Proponents of
court-ordered treatment
laws — like Rep. Murphy of
Pennsylvania — claim men-
tally ill patients are often
unfit to make decisions
about their treatment. But
patients’ rights advocates
disagree, arguing that the
laws are simply unwarrant-
ed force passed off as help.

Daniela Giordano, public
policy director of the Nation-
al Alliance on Mental Illness
Connecticut Chapter, views
court-ordered treatment as
an “unnecessary overreach.”
She said there are already
policies in place in the state,
such as designating a con-
servator to make health care
decisions, to aid patients
whose mental illnesses pre-
vent them from making
these decisions on their own. 

“We would never think
about doing this to some-
body with diabetes or cancer
or whatever else, even
though people really don’t
comply with their treat-
ment,” Giordano said. “Just
from that one angle, we’re
really concerned about tell-
ing people what they can
and cannot do.”

Sen. Murphy said he can’t
accept any legislation that
would force the state to
change its laws. In what the
senator calls a “carrot ap-
proach,” Rep. Murphy’s bill
will dole out funding only to
states with court-ordered
treatment programs, a provi-
sion Sen. Murphy calls “more
reasonable” — though he’d be
prepared to forego the fund-
ing to keep those programs
out of Connecticut.

Privacy rights
The senator plans to ad-

dress a different but equally
controversial topic: Patient
privacy laws as outlined in
the Health Insurance Porta-
bility and Accountability
Act. Murphy said current
laws can prevent caregivers

of the mentally ill from in-
volvement in the treatment
process, or even from know-
ing their loved one is sick at
all. 

In some cases, Murphy
said mental illness can pre-
vent patients themselves
from realizing they are sick,
let alone allow them to make
rational decisions about
their privacy.

“We’re looking at ways to
amend our privacy laws so
that our providers could
share information about a
client with a parent if they
believe it’s in the best in-
terest of the patient,” Mur-
phy said.

Patients’ rights advocates,
however, argue that changes
to privacy laws like these
unfairly target those with
mental illness. 

Kathleen Flaherty, exec-
utive director of the Con-
necticut Legal Rights Project
and a member of Gov. Dan-
nel P. Malloy’s Sandy Hook
Advisory Commission, said
“with physical illnesses, we
would not even be having
this conversation.”

“The reality is that people
have the right to choose who
they want to disclose in-
formation to or not disclose
information to,” Flaherty said.

No gun provisions
The bill will completely

avoid addressing one conten-
tious issue: Gun rights.

After 20-year-old Adam
Lanza fatally shot 20 chil-
dren and six adults at Sandy
Hook Elementary School in
Newtown in 2012, the state
tightened its gun laws in
regard to the mentally ill.

Connecticut now prohibits
individuals who have been
confined in a mental hospital
for psychiatric disabilities
within the preceding 12
months from obtaining
handguns. Researchers have
found little to no proven link
between mental illness and
violence, although several
mass shooters in recent
years were suffering from
severe mental illness.

Murphy said in a news
release he doesn’t want
mental health “to get tied up
in the politics of gun laws,”
which could stall the bill’s
passage. Since the Sandy
Hook shooting, Republicans
have mostly avoided the gun
debate by putting the prob-
lem “onto the back of the
mental health system,” Mur-
phy said, when the issues
should really be dealt with
separately.

tatiana.cirisano@chron.com;
@tatianacirisano

MURPHY
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KEEP YOUR EYE ON THE BALL
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Above,
parent Brian
Pieper, of
Shelton, gets
ready to
assist Jester
Jim during
his comedic
juggling
variety show
Wednesday
in the
Children's
Department
at Plumb
Memorial
Library in
Shelton.

At left,
5-year-old
Riley Millea,
of Shelton,
concentrates
on catching
Jester Jim's
juggling balls
during his
variety show
Wednesday.


