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Weather: Partly cloudy. 
High: 91, Low: 73.
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In the wake of Amtrak’s
tragic May train derailment
in Philadelphia, railroads
are scrambling to deploy a
train safety system before
Congress’ Dec. 31 deadline. 

But whether the railroad
will implement it in time
remains — quite literally —
up in the air.

The accident-prevention
technology known as posi-
tive train control, or PTC,
uses wireless spectrum,
invisible airwaves that
transmit data to slow a
speeding train or alert op-
erators to potential colli-

sions. But spectrum is both
expensive and scarce, espe-
cially in the Northeast Cor-
ridor, which connects eight
states, including Connecti-
cut.

“PTC is not off-the-shelf
technology,” said Associa-
tion of American Railroads
spokesman Ed Greenberg.
“It has been a technological
challenge for the industry.”

With the deadline loom-
ing, tensions are escalating
between Congress, the
railroads and the Federal
Communications Commis-
sion, the agency charged
with regulating radio fre-
quencies, over who is re-
sponsible for the safety
system delay.

But to Jim Cameron, 

BANDWIDTH BATTLE
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A Metro-North train passes a radio tower in Bridgeport on Wednesday.

Rail safety program creates need for resource
By Tatiana Cirisano

See Safety on A5

NO AIRWAVES TO SPARE

In ninth grade, Evan
Connors was taken to the
hospital three times. He
was reclusive. He was
mute. He hated himself.

“Ninth grade was like
getting sucked into a black
hole,” he says. “I’d just ... do
things to myself that
weren’t good. It was hor-
rible, it was scary, I didn’t
know who I was.”

His mother, Wendy Con-
nors, didn’t know how to
reach her child.

“I vividly remember
standing in your room
when you were so, beyond,”
she says to him.

Terrified, as any parent
would be, Wendy told her-
self she was going to stop
what she saw happening.

“I said, ... ‘I’m not going
to lose my kid, I’m going to
change things right now.
I’m going to pull you back
out.’ And you know, it was
just a matter of love and
talking and making sure I
didn’t just give up. And
here we are. Right?”

Evan nods. Despair only
brought the pair closer. So,
three years later when
Evan told his mother he
might want to change,
Wendy supported him —
even though the change
was a big one.

Evan Connors used to be
Meghan Connors. 

After struggling through
freshman, sophomore and
junior years at Greenwich
High School, finally, last
summer, Meghan told her 

“Ninth grade was like getting sucked into a black hole. ... I didn’t know who I was.”
Evan Connors

Tyler Sizemore / Hearst Connecticut Media

Evan Connors sits outside his alma mater, Greenwich High School.

A BASIC QUESTION, AND ...

A long
search for
answers
Greenwich teen struggled
for years before accepting
transgender identify
By Silvia Foster-Frau

See Teen on A10

BRIDGEPORT —
They’ve battled over police
substations, dueled over
housing developments and
now vie for votes.

They court candidates,
make all kinds of promises
and drive for defections to
their team. It’s all about the

politics.
But for Bill Finch, the

city’s incumbent two-term
mayor, and Joe Ganim, a
former five-term mayor
who spent seven years in
federal prison, it’s much
more: The mayoral match-
up is looming as a fight for
their political lives.

“What the voters see are

two career politicians,” said
Mary-Jane Foster, another
mayoral candidate waiting
to get her sharp elbows into
the fray. “One is a failed 

POLITICAL CAMPAIGN

The city’s a stage for top race
Finch, Ganim in fight for political lives
as they look for key endorsement

Finch Ganim 

By Michael P. Mayko

See Race on A5
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founder of the Commuter
Action Group, laying blame
barely matters. None of the
parties involved, he said,
have shown a sense of ur-
gency about protecting
riders.

“The ultimate victim out
of all of this is the commut-
er, the passenger, the pub-
lic,” Cameron said, “who
still wonder when they get
on a train if it’s going to be
safe or if somebody’s going
to space out and run the
train off the tracks.”

When Congress mandat-
ed the deadline for imple-
menting positive train con-
trol in the Rail Safety Im-
provement Act of 2008, the
act did not direct the com-
mission to reserve spec-
trum for the safety tech-
nology. In fact, the word
“spectrum” never appears
in the act at all.

Now, most of the band-
width targeted by railroads
— the 217-222 megahertz
range — has already been
licensed by the FCC.

The American Public
Transportation Association
reports that 54 percent of
commuter lines don’t have
the spectrum they need,
and only 29 percent will
meet the Dec. 31 deadline.

Since 2013, when a Met-
ro-North passenger train
derailed in Bridgeport,
injuring 72, the railroad has
had fatal accidents on its
Hudson and Harlem lines.
But Metro-North won’t
implement the automatic
safety system across all
lines until 2018. 

This includes the New
Haven Line, the country’s
busiest, which has branch-
es to New Canaan, Dan-
bury and Waterbury.

Metro-North spokesman
Aaron Donovan said the
delay is mainly due to the
lengthy process of rolling
out and testing PTC
equipment. But the tech-
nology won’t function
without the necessary
spectrum, which Metro-
North is missing for trains
operating in Fairfield and
New Haven counties as
well as Orange and Dutch-
ess counties in New York.

“The spectrum won’t be
a time-consuming issue to
resolve, it’s just still un-
settled,” Donovan said. “I
wouldn’t tie the length of
time PTC is taking to im-
plement to the (spectrum)
issue, but spectrum acquisi-
tion must happen by the
time it’s completed.”

Shifting blame
In May, the public trans-

portation group asked the
commission to allocate free
radio spectrum for com-
muter railroads.

“So far, it has refused to
do so,” said the associa-
tion’s president and CEO,
Michael Melaniphy. “Con-
gress has not requested the
FCC to do this either, de-
spite the fact that they
mandated the implementa-
tion of this safety tech-

nology.”
The FCC says its hands

are tied. By law, the com-
mission assigns spectrum
licenses exclusively through
auction.

Instead, the FCC is en-
couraging railroads to buy
spectrum from existing
licensees. But D.J. Stadtler,
Amtrak’s vice president of
operations, said it took
Amtrak five years to ac-
quire spectrum this way. 

In southwestern Con-
necticut the targeted range
is mostly licensed to util-
ities providers, including
Eversource Energy, to mon-
itor and control remote
equipment.

Lawmakers are shifting
the blame for the delay in
PTC implementation to the
commission. 

Just days after the May
Amtrak derailment killed
eight, U.S. Sen. Richard
Blumenthal, D-Conn,
blamed the commission
for delaying Amtrak’s
purchase of spectrum and,
thus, the implementation
of the safety system that
could have prevented the
crash.

“If the FCC fails to ad-
dress this issue of spectrum
more effectively, Congress
will have to act,” Blumen-
thal said.

Members of Congress are
under pressure to postpone
the deadline. Blumenthal
favors a case-by-case exten-
sion until 2018. 

If the deadline is not
extended, railroads will be
subject to fines of up to
$25,000 per day and in-
creased liability should
they continue to operate
without the safety tech-
nology past Dec. 31.

A congested market
The spectrum problem

worsens in the Northeast
Corridor. 

Amtrak and the freight
railroads are operating two
incompatible positive train
control systems on the
same frequency on trains
running from Boston to
New Haven. Incompatible
systems can cause signif-
icant interference.

“The PTC spectrum
situation in the Northeast
Corridor is complex and
poses significant technical
challenges for the rail-
roads,” said Charles Math-
ias, associate chief of the
FCC’s Wireless Telecom-
munications Bureau, later

adding that the Northeast
Corridor is a “difficult and
congested spectrum mar-
ket.”

To prevent their signals
from interfering, each sys-
tem in the corridor must
acquire spectrum far
enough from other systems
while still within the target-
ed spectrum block — a
daunting and pricey task.

Sounding the alarm
The spectrum issue isn’t

new. The Federal Railroad
Administration said at a
June hearing that for more
than three years, they have
“been sounding the alarm”
that railroads weren’t mak-
ing sufficient progress.

The Association of
American Railroads recog-
nized the issue as early as
2007, when a consortium of
seven freight railroads
purchased spectrum in the
220-222 MHz range, a block
that’s useful for communi-
cations across long dis-
tances.

The airwaves come with
a hefty price tag. A June
report by Amtrak’s in-
spector general noted that
the company spent $6.3
million on spectrum in this
bandwidth to operate posi-
tive train control between
New York City and Wash-
ington.

Amtrak said simply
targeting a different spec-
trum range won’t solve the
problem. The company
wrote to the FCC in 2011
that the 217-222 MHz band
is the “de facto band of
choice” in order to “ensure
interoperability and man-
age interference.” 

Still, something needs to
be done soon, said Camer-
on, the commuter advocate. 

The train safety system
could have prevented 30
rail accidents in the past 11
years, saving 69 lives na-
tionwide, according to the
National Transportation
Safety Board.

There was “a sense of ‘it
can’t happen here,’” Camer-
on said. “That the accident
caused by a motorman on a
single-track railroad with
combined commuter and
freight where the guy was
texting and ran through red
signals, that was nothing
that was going to happen ...
But sure enough, here we
are.”

tatiana.cirisano@chron.com;
@tatianacirisano
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A Metro-North train pulls into the Danbury train station
on a recent afternoon.

mayor desperate to keep his
job, and the other is a con-
victed mayor desperate to
get a job. Both will stop at
nothing to get what they
want — they’re in the pro-
cess of eviscerating each
other.”

All this is happening in
the quest for the crown —
the Democratic Town Com-
mittee endorsement. It will
be bestowed on one of them
on Tuesday night in Testo’s
Italian Family Restaurant,
the castle of kingmaker and
Democratic Town Chair-
man Mario Testa.

“That endorsement is so
important,” said Donald
Greenberg, a Fairfield Uni-
versity political professor,
avid campaign watcher and
Foster supporter. “When
you are endorsed, everyone
else is running after you.
Your name’s at the top of the
ballot. You’ve got the mo-
mentum for fund-raising.
And you’re not wasting
(time) scrounging for 2,000
valid voter signatures just
to get on the ballot.”

For now, the word on the
street is Ganim has more
than the 46 votes necessary
to secure the nomination
from the 90-person Demo-
cratic Town Committee.

And the word is also that
the Finch administration is
working overtime to change
those numbers with prom-
ises only it can keep.

Even Ganim concedes the
numbers could change in
the wake of political pres-
sure, but he’s in the race “to
the end,” he said.

If Ganim — ex-mayor,
ex-prison inmate, ex-practic-
ing lawyer and dogged cam-
paigner — keeps the 46 votes,
the committee could be writ-
ing the opening chapter in
one of the biggest political
comebacks in Bridgeport
history.

“Everybody loves a come-
back story,” said Robert
Halstead, seeking re-elec-
tion from the 132nd district
and supporting Ganim.

“Bridgeport loves a come-
back story.” 

Apparently so does its
Democratic Town Commit-
tee.

Three years ago, they
endorsed Ernest Newton II
for a state senate seat. That
happened just two years
after his release from a
five-year federal corruption
prison term. 

Newton, however, was
defeated in a three-person
primary.

Foster, the former Bridge-
port Bluefish co-owner and
current University of
Bridgeport vice president, is
banking on history repeat-
ing itself.

“The city is fractured and
I offer the best alternative,”
she said.

Best in show
For the past two months,

Ganim has been in frenzied
campaign mode.

He’s everywhere — at fire
scenes, consoling shooting
victims, discussing devel-
opment ideas and strategiz-
ing with the anti-Finch
Democrats.

A simple walk down the
street generates honking
horns, shouts of encourage-
ment and extended hands
wherever he goes.

“Did you see him at the
(Barnum Festival) parade?”
asked Ralph Ford, the 139th
Town Committee district
leader. “People hugging him
and kissing him. He’s like a
rock star.”

And Finch wants a piece
of all that love.

So in the past month,
neither candidate has been
hard to find.

After gunshots felled
another victim in Trumbull
Gardens last month, Ganim
and then Finch opened “un-
official” and official city
police substations in the area.

Finch’s police chief took it
a step further and read the
riot act — actually a memo
read aloud at daily roll calls
— for any officer thinking
about using Ganim’s pseu-
do-substation.

Days after Ganim gamely
walked with the reporters

down East Main Street,
Finch, in a move somewhat
out of character, graciously
invited Hearst Connecticut
Media to join him in a per-
sonal journey through The
Hollow.

Debonairly dressed in a
fitted blue shirt with long-
sleeves accentuated by
gleaming cuff links — his
collar tightly clamped by a
paisley tie of metallic gray
— a jaunty Finch stood out
in the blue-collar neigh-
borhood, where jeans, cut-
off shorts and T-shirts are
de rigueur.

Residents readily recog-
nized His Honor, opening
their doors and gleefully
taking selfies with him.

Behind One Stop Variety
on Grand Street, the mayor
took time to learn how to
play a friendly but compet-
itive game of Ludo, a Jamai-
can dice game. 

Earl Douglas helped
Finch beat Nigel Johnson,
probably better known as
the rapper “Scrappy Ranks” 

Basking in his victory,
and undoubtedly plotting
another, the mayor soberly
turned down a congrat-
ulatory offer of Red Stripe
Jamaican-style beer.

A few house visits later,
he was embraced by Jasmin
White, who pulled out a
smartphone with the cheek-
to-cheek selfie she took of
with the mayor at the July 2
hip-hop concert still on it.

“It’s gotten a million
hits,” she exaggerated.

At Center Street, Finch
found himself inside the
Asian Evangelical Church,
learning Cambodian and
surrounded by at least 50
kids of all colors and creeds.

“I love campaigning,” he
said. “I’ll make about 2,000
phone calls, knock on 2,000
doors ... and wear out two
or three pairs of shoes.”

Summer blockbuster
While Finch may love

campaigning, Ganim ap-
pears to live it. 

But both candidates ap-
pear to thrive in the media
spotlight. 

Take July 15.
Just before 1 p.m., there’s

Ganim, the collar open on
his crisp blue shirt, his
sleeves rolled up, rough-
and-ready for anything.
He’s inside Chaves Bakery,
outlining his 100-day neigh-
borhood development and
improvement plan to some
18 businessmen.

“This is the framework
through which we will im-
prove the business climate in
Bridgeport,” he tells them, as
staffers hand out copies of his
proposal. He reminds them
how this street “was like a
war zone” until his adminis-
tration tore down blighted
buildings and brought in
businesses like Chaves.

Joe Deyulio, of Atlantic
Textiles, likes what he
hears. He advises Ganim
that life is like driving a car
— “the big window in the
back is where you’ve been
and the windshield in front

is where you’re going.”
And he thinks Ganim is

going to City Hall, comes
the November election.

Just blocks away, Finch is
beaming over his own neigh-
borhood improvement plan
as he walks through the
ongoing construction of the
modern, environmentally
friendly Longfellow School.

He calls over to two local
workers he knows, Paul
Lentine and Leroy Heath,
shakes their hands and
thanks them.

“I was born and raised in
Bridgeport,” said Lentine.
“It’s good to see all these
new schools going up, being
able to work on them, make
a living and pay my taxes.”

As Lentine walks away,
Finch remarks how great
that makes him feel —
bringing jobs to local peo-
ple, especially ones where
they are building something
“as great as a school.”

The mayor then strides
across the street to the
Ocean Terrace firehouse.

It was here, on July 24,
2010, that Finch experi-
enced perhaps his worst day
as mayor — confirming the
deaths of Lt. Steven Ve-
lasquez and Firefighter
Michel Baik, who perished
in a runaway fire.

Ganim crossed State
Street and stood in front of
the West Side police pre-
cinct.

It was here that he en-
joyed one of his biggest
successes, opening a police
precinct to reduce crime —
only to have it shuttered and
sold by his opponent.

“What does that say to
the residents and business
owners?” he asks.

To those listening, it says
a Ganim victory.

And if that happens?
“That’s Hollywood stuff,”

said Ford, the district lead-
er.

RACE
From page A1
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Mayoral candidate Joe Ganim greets a potential voter in
front of the police department’s former West Precinct. 
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Mayor Bill Finch plays Ludo, a Jamaican dice game, with
several residents on Grand Street on Wednesday.


